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Worship Services

9:00am  Saratoga Springs UMC
10:45am New England Presbyterian

July 4

July 11
July 18

July 25

August 1
August 8

August 15

August 22

August 29

Congregational Church

Please Join Us!

July & August
Preaching Schedule

Rev. Yohang Chun
We Need Hearts and Brains for Our
Journey

Rev. Jay Eckman
Rev. Eleanor Stanton
Rev. Brolin Parker

Living Lives of Love and Justice
James 1: 17-27

Rev. Jay Eckman

Rev. Eleanor Stanton

Rev. Brolin Parker

The Difference Between Wearing a
Cross and Carrying a Cross

Selections from the book of Jonah

Rev. Yohang Chun
Zen Christians

Rev. Eleanor Stanton

September 5 Rev. Yohang Chun




A Summertime Pondering

Before you begin reading, I invite you to turn to scripture and read Psalm 39:
4-7. There you will read, in a variety of translations, a profound statement
“Lord, let me know my end, and what is the measure of my days?”

The question to consider is: could we endure knowing the measure of days?
Imagine a conversation between your doctor and you:
“Tell me, doc, I can take it. How long have I got?”
“Well, I figure about 92 days and three hours, give or take the change to
daylight savings time.”

Imagine how we might spend those ninety-two days if we faced that progno-
sis. We probably would grieve the time we will miss out on. We might be an-
gry that life has been short. We would hope the prognosis is wrong. We
might count down the days with a feeling of dread darkening every one of
them.

There is one more possible response. We could try to squeeze as much life
as possible out of every day. Every subsequent hour would become twice as
valuable as it was before. Knowing how little time remains, we might recog-
nize how precious people are to us, how miraculously beautiful are the trees

outside our windows; how absolutely unique and alive with meaning is every
moment and how very grateful we are for all of this.

We are so intoxicated with getting things done that we miss much of what
happens to us every twenty-four hours. We are so desperate for love and
appreciation that we do not recognize it when it is actually offered. We are
such a hurry to get on with our lives that we miss much of what real life
holds out. Would you rent a videotape and then insist it be played only on
“fast forward”? That is the way many of us live. One day we have toddlers
demanding to be fed and changed, and then suddenly they are teenagers de-
manding the car keys. How did that happen? One day we feel physically in-
destructible, the next we encounter serious limitations.

We are on the eve of summer; let us wonderfully and gloriously revel in it
with as much life and verve that we possibly can. It simply takes reminding
ourselves that there is an actual end to our days on earth, thus the reminder
can only help us to stop and savor the gift that is fully ours each day of our
lives.

Blessings for summer,

Rev. Brolin.




I like this summer season. In the past I have not liked the summer sea-
son. The summer weather in Korea is humid and warm. Additionally, the
summer season is the rainy season in Korea. So I didn’t like summer. But
since I moved to Saratoga Springs, summer has been my favorite season.
Needless to say, Saratoga Springs is a good place to visit, stay, and spend
time with family and friends. Also there are many attractive programs and
festivals during the summer season, including the horse track. So lots of
people from across the country come to this area and enjoy their time.

But this summer, I can’t enjoy this kind of advantage as a resident of
Saratoga. Instead I will spend this valuable time for another meaningful
thing. I will attend an intensive English course in Northhampton, MA for the
whole month of July. The main reason is to improve my English and reduce
my Korean accent for my ministry.

As you maybe know, to learn another language is not easy and it needs
lots of works and patience. According to language experts, it is impossible
for foreigners who learn other languages after 12 years old to speak like na-
tive speakers without an accent. But even though I can’t pronounce English
perfectly like all of you or speak without an accent, I would like to improve

my English skills and know more about English grammar, its structure, and
so on. This means that I want to learn more about English. I think that this
will be a good opportunity for my future ministry.

I believe that God gives this chance to me through many people’s sup-
port and care. In this pastoral letter, personally, I would like to show my
gratitude to them.

Above all, I really appreciate the Saratoga Springs United Methodist
Church members for your support, prayers, encouragement, and your open

minded spirit, from the bottom of my heart.

See you in August!

Rev. Yohang




Please call Veronica Fleming in the

church office if you would like to

remove/add your birthday to the church database.

We are in a transition from the old database to a
new program. Our apologies if your birthday
has been missed.

Happy Birthday to all!!

For July....

July 01 Julie Pratt

July 02 Aarika Van Amburgh
July 02 Joshua Meagher
July 02 Katie Igler

July 02 Josh Burns

July 03 Byron Evans

July 04 Clarence Ellsworth
July 05 David Myers

July 05 Keegan Reinhart
July 05 Ian Starnes

July 06 Jonathan Ross
July 07 Ashley Nizolek

July 08 Doris Hawthorne
July 08 Erik Thorgersen
July 09 Andrew Dzurica
July 09 Kristin Barss

July 10 Spencer Flansburg
July 10 Schuyler Flansburg
July 13 Monte Franke

July 13 Ryan Van Amburgh
July 14 Ashley Gaul

July 14 Gabriela Ross

July 14 Jonah Williams
July 15 Cheryl Backman
July 15 Deanna Wolfe

July 15 Jeffrey Englert
July 16 Eleanor Boyle

July 16 Witt Patton

July 17 Albert R. Lounsbury
July 18 Helen Smead

July 18 Sondra Infield

July 19 Jenna Barss

July 20 Jackson Moyer
July 20 Stuart LaDue
July 21 Alex Caraco
July 21 Kyle McDonald
July 21 Bob Clark

July 22 Natalie Bollerud
July 22 Dottie Benziger
July 23 James Borden
July 23 Sara Cronier
July 24 Terry Humiston
July 24 Carol Lewis
July 24 Laura LeCours
July 25 Nathan LaFrance
July 26 Arron Kopp
July 26 John Caraco
July 27 Charlene Yaeger
July 28 Ted Christianson
July 29 Margo Larson
July 30 Elizabeth Myers
July 30 Carole Mercer
July 31 Melissa Tyler




August 01 Brendan Swett

August 01 Carter Van Amburgh

August 01 Trish Ford
August 01 Sara Marshall
August 02 Jonathan Meagher
August 02 Gail Danforth
August 02 Jeanne Cramer
August 02 Robert Flansburg
August 02 Sarah Johnstone
August 03 Lydia Huibregtse
August 04 Michael Russo
August 05 Levi Jenkins
August 05 Erika Meidenbauer
August 05 Barry Bruno
August 06 Judy Kennedy
August 06 David Williams
August 07 James Lloyd
August 09 Kevin O'Toole
August 10 Madelyn Sano
August 10 Dan Bruno
August 10 Walt Kirby
August 11 Emma Englert
August 11 Michael Hotaling
August 11 Olivia Pessa
August 11 Kristin Mascola
August 12 Ethel Cecka
August 12 Joseph Lyon
August 13 Curt Tucker
August 13 Tabor Ellsworth
August 13 Barbara Humiston
August 13 Nancy Jean
August 14 Ryan Ward
August 15 Matthew Kopf

August

Happy Birthday to all!!

August 15 Lauren Cheney
August 15 Matthew Kopf
August 16 Joanna Lasher
August 17 Andrew Bollerud
August 19 Ella Wolfe
August 19 Don Cairns
August 20 Kelly Reinhart
August 20 Ryan Beckwith
August 20 Jennifer Corrigan
August 20 Shelley Myers
August 21 Cynthia Ernst
August 21 Chloe Williams
August 22 Jack Cairns
August 23 Diane Vanyo
August 23 Ellen Barlow
August 23 Graham Patton
August 23 Michael Dalpos
August 23 Nancy Downing
August 24 Maggie Lyon
August 25 Joshua Chun
August 25 Alden Sharp
August 26 Eleanor Brown
August 26 Jacob Corrigan

August 26 Lesley Anne Hostetter

August 26 David Norton

August 26 Kristy Lynn Bozenski

August 27 Ashley Benjamin
August 27 Joshua Gaul
August 28 Matt Roberts
August 28 Keegan Kidwell
August 29 Bonnie Mortensen
August 31 Madeline Sayer




\\q";:) PRAYER CONCERNS

-
‘\ Sondra Infield, Stewart Dowen, Kenneth Thomas,
=~ | Herny Smith, Clarence Dart, Paul & Alice Jones, Liz
) 2 l % agts Favat, Marge Bramhall, Donna Bottari, Rev. Bob Trost,
£ WA Rev. Ron Conklin, Richard Gerlach, Marilyn Stevens,
Lucille Taylor, Janet Saunders, Sue Zutterling.

Families grieving the loss of a loved one.

Wesley Health Care Center: Barbara Curtis, Rev. Mel McGaughey,
Alden Sharp, Irene Duval, Rev. Frank Brandon, Helen
Ruscoe, Ruth Brayton.

Maplewood Manor: Madge Johnson, Doris Cassedy.

Crescent Manor Nursing Home, Bennington, Vermont: Dorothy
Smith.

Serving in the Military: Shane Larkin, Eric Van Wagenen, Daniel Van
Wagenen, Johanna (Landry) Armendariz, Tory Landry, Jeffrey Farrel, Pe-
ter VanNess, Michael Bottari, Andrew Helgerson, Tom Miller, Michael
Brownell, Shannon Caudill.

Our Global Mission Partners: Donna Kay Campbell, Syracuse NY;
Bishop Judith Craig, Children’s Village in Liberia, Jeremias Franca,
Chicuque Rural Hospital in Mozambique.

The Churches and Synagogues in our community.
Those effected by natural disasters and relief workers.

Special Prayers for those listed on our Prayer Board in the Narthex.

If you would like to add a name to the Prayer Concerns
or if a name should be removed
please contact the office.




A Pondering

[ was powerfully moved on Memorial Day Sunday when Mary Chen
and Young Li sang ‘America the Beautiful” for the anthem. The pow-
erful text and soaring notes lead me to make further inquiry into the
provenance of the lyrics and tune.

The hymn was composed at the close of a summer school held at Colorado Springs, Colo-
rado, probably July 22, 1893, where the author, Katharine Lee Bates, was teaching Eng-
lish religious drama. On her trip west she stopped off in Chicago to visit the Columbian
World Exposition, where the exposition’s “White City” stood in celebration of the 400th
anniversary of America’s discovery, inspiring the metaphor ‘alabaster cities” in the
hymn’s fourth stanza. The text was also formulated by Ms. Bates’ visit to Pike’s Peak
where she recalls this recollection:

“it was then and there, as I was looking out over the sea-like expanse of fertile
country spreading away so far under those ample skies, that the opening

line of the hymn floated into my mind. When we left Colorado Springs,

the four stanzas were penciled in my notebook, together with other memoranda,

in verse and prose, of the trip. The work soon absorbed time and attention and
again, the note-book was laid aside, and I do not remember paying heed to these
verses until the second summer following, when I copied them out and sent them to
the Congregationalist, where they first appeared in print July 4, 1895.”

Various changes were made in the text by the author until it was published in its final
form probably in 1918 when the above article was published. It entered the United
Methodist Hymnal in 1935. The hymn remains a classic social gospel hymn with the
use of phrases “God mend thy every flaw.” ‘liberty in law,” and the “self-control” of na-
tionalistic warring instincts.

The tune, Materna, has an equally interesting history. After decades of seeking a suit-
able tune for the text, Bates wrote in 1918 that of the over sixty tunes written for the
hymn, Samuel A. Ward’s was the most popular. The tune first appeared in the Parish
Choir, 1888, where it was set to “O mother dear, Jerusalem” (thus the name of the tune,
MATERNA.) With permission of Ward’s widow the tune was wedded with Bate’s poem in
1912. The union of words and music became immensely popular during World War 1.

As evidenced by our congregation on Memorial Day, 2010 and our celebration of July 4th,
the powerful social gospel hymn still has much to teach and offer us. If you can, spend a
moment on July 4th, to allow the text and tune to wash you once again.

Rev. Brolin

God Bless America




Summer Vacation

Dont

l:brga When you are away this summer, don’t forget your

_ F £ church! Send a postcard from your trip and place it in

= 5 Pl ed an envelope with your pledge/contribution. That will

Th]S S ge help us to stay right on budget during the summer
months. Currently, we are just $1000 behind; we need

to keep paying the bills- even while you’re “at the lake”!

Mail your check to Jim Douglass, c/o of SSUMC, 175 Fifth Ave., Saratoga
Springs, NY 12866. Jim will credit your confidential account and pass the
postcard on to Margi Goodwin for the bulletin board.

Maybe this is a good time to consider automatic electronic transfer of your
monetary gifts. Jim will be happy to assist you in coordinating this with your
financial institution. Leave a message for him at the church (584-3720x13)
or e-malil: douglass@nycap.rr.com.

[ wish you a summer filled with God’s blessings of rejuvenation and peace.

Gayle Davis
Church Council Chairperson

Office Staff Vacations and Summer Hours

S 4 Rev. Brolin Parker will be away on vacation July 21st-
/ . "‘P" August 4th. Friday will remain his day off throughout the

‘%UMMFEE{ HOURS summer.
CHURCH OFFICE. Rev. Yohang Chun will be away from July 5th-31st.

« Bridget Patton’s Office Hours will change for the summer. Please leave
messages for her at 584-3720 ext 14. or contact her by email
bpatton@nycap.rr.com

« Jim Douglass will be in the office July 10th, 24th, August 7th & 21st.

« Veronica Fleming will be away July 6th-9th, 15th-16th, & 23rd, and some
time in August. (to be scheduled) Effective July 1lst, the Summer Office
Hours will change to Monday-Friday, 9:00am-1:00pm. We are looking
for volunteers to help answer phones in the office during the summer.
Please contact Veronica or Rev. Brolin Parker if you are interested.




Budget review to May 15 indicates actual revenue from pledge and gifts of
$162,459.50. Budget expectation amount to $177,365.40 for a shortfall of
$14,905.90. PLEASE REGARD THIS INFORMATION AS A FRIENDLY RE-
MINDER.

Stewardship Sunday has been scheduled for October 24th. Prepare your-
self for an hour of worship, special music, delivery of pledges of financial
support for the year 2011, concluding with our usual stewardship fellow-
ship after each service.

Stewardship Annual Campaign Committee

Each year United Methodist Church Office Professionals from across
the country meet for the PAUMCS Annual Conference. (Professional Asso-
ciation of United Methodist Church Secretaries) This past April I was
privileged to represent SSUMC at a conference held in sunny Orlando,
Florida.

This three day conference was packed with activity. Key speakers in-
cluded: Barbara Bruce (Educator, Speaker and Author) with her tips for
keeping the mind, body and soul healthy in our workplaces. Buena Ran-
kin (Assistant Director of Records and Statistics with GCFA) the important
task of record keeping. Her goal was to show us how to “count every
member, and make every member count.” Vicki Wallace (Educator, Direc-
tor of InfoServ) shared with us the “Rethink Church” campaign and
opened our minds to other possibilities for our churches.

Every conference has a mission project and we were encouraged to
bring new socks, underwear or money for the underprivileged children at
Cornerstone Family Ministries. It warmed my heart to see all the dona-
tions that were presented to this agency at our Saturday Night Worship
Service.

This experience has enriched and strengthened me. The PAUMCS
Conference provided me with essential tools, and a feeling of camaraderie
with those in my profession. [ welcome anyone to come and chat with me
about my experience. I am also open to sharing information with any
group that would like to hear more.

A special “Thank you” goes out to those generous friends who made
it possible for me to go and some “fun” money for my free time. I am
blessed to be able to serve you all.

Veronica Fleming, Office Manager




UMW

Upcoming events

August 6-8 Summer Learning Fellowship will be held at the Holiday Inn
in Rutland VT. Please see brochures on the UMW bulletin
board for details.

For any of the above events, please call Karen 587-4435 for more info.
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UMW Reads

We will not meet again until September.
Our book selection for discussion in
September is

SAVING CEECEE HONEYCUTT
by Beth Hoffman

For more information contact
Natalie Bollerud at 584-1192

Next Meeting September 14th
1:00pm -3:00 pm
Y Our summer project is making Teddy Bear sweaters for the
organization “Bridging People & Places”. Call BJ Fisher at
893-2175 for a pattern. This is a wonderful way to use up
left over yarn.

nitting
Ministr

The sweaters will be collected in September
Have a restful summer—see you then!

Vacation Bible School - registration forms are
available in the Education Hallway. Please join us
for an awesome week of fun July 12th-16th!

¥ Grade K-5 are welcome to attend!

. > . . . . .
P & Please contact Bridget in the Education office with
any questions.




il A few months ago we were presented with a decision

‘h:} m___.‘m&’iiam___( whether or not to continue leading the UMYF next year,
l;l: which was the hardest decision for us to make. In four
= THANK YOU “—{ and a half years we have been privileged to lead a wonder-
ful group of kids and we could not have asked for better.

7 ]
L}T\ 1;4 LT} j Leading this group allowed us to grow, doing things that
> A4S

we may not have done if it wasn’t for the support we got

from our kids, their parents, the pastors, and members of
the congregation. In four and a half years we were able to organize bus trips, camping
trips, rock climbing, the high ropes challenge course, trick or treat for UNICEF, lock-
ins, fundraisers, Youth Sunday, and much much more. Their energy and imagination
really made our cups overflow. However, on June 6th the kids made it known to us
how much of an impact we had on them when they presented us with a most memora-
ble and thoughtful gift. It was such an emotional evening and we are so amazed,
proud, and in awe of the kids we have lead these past years. So we want to say Thank
You to the Youth Group members who we will remember as an incredible, enthusiastic,
and energetic group. We were truly blessed to lead you and have you be part of our
lives and we love every single one of you.

Liz and Katie Igler

£ 1) Great Success during the SSUMC Pride Weekend

_ Amidst the gray, gloomy and rainy June 12t and 13tk weekend were 2 very
bright and wonderful events!

On Saturday, June 12th, Pastor Brolin led a group through a very poignant service to
include the blessing and dedication of our new SSUMC Pride Pole. There was one sec-
tion called “Moments of History Shared and Where are we Going from Here” where Pas-
tor Brolin read from People of a Compassionate God: Creating Welcoming Congregations
edited by Janet F. Fishburn which told the story of the 1995 decision and the various
actions and activities that occurred. We were also honored to have Nancy Law join us
so were able to share in her personal experience and stories of that time. It was a mov-
ing and joyful experience. When we were ready to move outside to actually place and
bless the pole, the rain stopped and the skies cleared long enough for us to get through
the ceremony. As soon as we were done and ready to move back inside, the rain poured
down again.

On Sunday, June 13t we participated for the first time in the Capital District’s Gay
Pride Parade in Albany. We were one among many groups there to celebrate diversity
and inclusion with song, dance, laughter and fellowship. It was a great pleasure to
meet and connect with the members of the Schenectady UMC who also participated.
They were excited to see a fellow Reconciling Congregation participate and talked of fu-
ture joint ventures as well. The SSUMC Banner looked great and was carried proudly.
The cheers along the route were loud and heartfelt. Once again, the day started with
gray skies and rain and once again, as soon as the parade kicked off, the rain stopped
and the skies cleared. Apparently, God was also enthusiastic about the weekend!




Please notify the Church Office if you Articles for the September
have moved. % Newsletter must be

Send us an email at B S *%)  submitted no later than
ssumc@nycap.rr.com *ﬁ* foress v:f Tuesday, August 17th
Or call 518-584-3720 ext 10 2l £ :

isfa, __Thank you.

Vision Statement
In Christ’s name, the vision of Saratoga Springs United Methodist Church is to be a
growing faith community that unconditionally welcomes, accepts and nurtures everyone
wherever they are on their own spiritual journey.

Our Mission Statement
The Mission of Saratoga Springs United Methodist Church is to spread God’s word as we
embrace persons of any age, gender, race, ethnic background, sexual orientation,
economic condition, physical or mental ability as full participants in a loving community
of worship, fellowship, study, and outreach.




